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Journal. In the course of conversation, availing himself of Koine opportunity, his Father is there reported to have said : *Tako care ; you are encouraging a morbid .sensibility and Irritability of mind, which may ho very serious. Religion, when carried too far, induces a mental softness. No one's principle's can he established at twenty. Your opinion in two or three years will certainly change. I have seen many instances of the .same kind. You are on dangerous ground. The temper you are encouraging may lead, to something alarming. Weak minds are carried into nuperstition, and strong minds into infidelity ; do not commit yourself, do nothing ultra/ On tlu%se prudent warnings his iu>u observes, after prayer against delusion, pride., or uneharitnhleneHn, '.How good (tod k to give urn "tin* assurance, of hope'*! If anyone, had prophesied to me conftdtmtly that I should ehaugo my opinions, and I wan not convinced of the Impossibility, what, anguish tthould I feel! * Yet, very few yearn pannod before., against his confident expectations, hit* Father's words about him caino true.
Fifty* or sixty yearn ago the Intellectual antagonist and alternative of tho Kvangelieal creed wan Arminianism* The, Catholic, faith, Anglo-Catholicism, Irvmgitmt, Infidelity, were a« yet unknown to the religious inquirer.
A cold Anuinian doctrine, the flr.st stage of Liberalism* was the characteristic aspect for thn high-and dry Anglienim of that day and of the Oriel divines, There WIIH /jreat reiiHon then to expect that, on Newman leaving t In* crags and precipices of Luther anil Calvin, hi* would take refuge tu the Hatn of TillotHon and llarrtiw, Jortin and Paley, It eatiuot \n mud tliat thin wan altogetlier a tnimitlculntion ; but thn aneient Fatht»rs saved him from the danger that threatened him. An imaginative devotion to them umi to their times had IHHW tlm pt^rtnanent efle-ct UJM»U hint tif reading at Hohoot iwt ticttount of them and exiritctH from their workn in Joseph Mibier^HJlttirt*!! JltHtory,* imcI ov<*u when he n<iw iwid. then itllc»wi»d hlttw^fi at in IH*J5, in critieiHUtH of them, tho first ee.nturuw went hU lM»ftu-4d«*nl of ('hrihtmtuty, Kvon then what lie ctorttpcwtcl WUH itwrti or <lm*ctc«l tciwiircli tltiit period, and, howovor hw might be                 or hw            dovotiona)t lie'th» inwm^Q; but 1 it tit HI 1 inoant jMitcluni. Cathe)liolum nifty bo heitl in bits uttd piocttn | I m will look out tho phrase,'tituttHlo|NMt-htuul0() »*nf in ftp* M*ri In*, as their enemies would say, a clique, which was characterised by its spirit of moderation and comprehension,f jwrt lh% tliiitn^l^ti^                         i«i llir ritnir «€1    I"**   .   *4|<t    »l*
